HO                                 PLAISTED
interspersed. Six or seven miles northward and southward the
country is level and not stony. To the eastward a vast plain
commences, called the desert; however, the soil is good and
fertile for a great many miles beyond Aleppo. The rivulet Coic
[Quweiq] passes along the western part of the city, within a few
yards of the walls, and serves to water a narrow slip of gardens
on its banks, which reach from about five miles to three
miles south of the town. Here are likewise gardens near a
village called Bab Allah [Bab Allah], about two miles to the
north-east, which are supplied by the aquaeduct. The rising
grounds above the gardens are in some places laid out in
vineyards, interspersed with olive, fig, and pistachio trees,
and in some spots where there are no gardens. The villages
are destitute of trees and water, there being no other stream
for twenty or thirty7 miles round; and therefore they save the
rain water in cisterns.
The seasons are so regular and the air is so healthy, pure
and free from damps, that all the inhabitants sup and sleep
in the court-yards or on the house tops, from the end of
May to the middle of September. The severity of the winter
continues only from the i2th of December to the 2oth of
January, and then the air is excessively piercing, and yet the
ice, even in shady places, is seldom strong enough to bear a
man, and the snow very seldom lies above a day. Narcissus's,
hyacinths and violets blow during this weather. In February
the fields are cloathed with an agreeable verdure to which the
springing up of their latter grain greatly contributes. The
almond tree blossoms in February, and the trees begin to have
leaves at the beginning of March. During this month and
April nature assumes a gay and delightful appearance, but
before the end of May all the fields appear parched and barren;
only some robust plants are capable of withstanding the heat.
From this period there is no rain till about the middle of
September, at which time a little generally falls which
refresheth the air, and bestows a more agreeable aspect
to the country. For twenty or thirty days after this the air
becomes serene and temperate, tho* the trees retain their
leaves till the middle of November. Some begin to make